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“MISSION 


It is the mission of The Whole Truth magazine to provide the general constituency 
of the Church Of God In Christ with a quality publication which will edify, educate, 
and empower.. This will be accomplished through special features which include 
coverage of religious. and news events relevant to the Church Of God In Christ; 
profiles of COGIC members; and literary contributions by COGIC members. 

The Whole Truth shall endeavor to effect greater unity within this’ 
denominational body of Christ by communicating the program and message 
of the leadership of our National Church and by promoting and utilizing the wealth 
and resources of journalistic talent from among our own constituency. 


THE LEGACY CONTINUES: PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS 


The Whole Truth is the official news source for the more than 5 million members of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., the nation’s premier Holiness - 
Pentecostal denomination. The historically acclaimed Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the Church Of God In Christ in 1897; and since its inception the 
predominately Black body has impacted all segments of Christendom throughout the world. The Whole Truth can trace its existence to the 1900s when the news 
journal reported on various social and spiritual issues, and the saints have embraced the publication as their official news source from that point in history. 


If you are a member in good standing with the Church Of God In Christ, but do not consider yourself a professional writer, or if you are a journalist who meets 
that same criteria, The Whole Truth’s editorial staff would like to hear from you. It would be an honor to report the latest newsworthy events concerning your 


church, district, and jurisdiction. Let your brothers and sisters in the Lord rejoice, praise, and pray with you as they read about achievements, breakthroughs, cur- 
rent events, conventions, home-going celebrations, weddings, etc. 


Please be advised that all articles, related resource information, and photos are placed in The Whole Truth’s archives and will not be returned. Additionally, the edi- 
torial staff at The Whole Truth reserves the right to reject, edit, and rewrite all submittals. 


You may send your articles, news updates, and photos to The Whole Truth, Attention: Editor-In-Chief, 2500 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38114. 
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Congratulations 
Presiding Bishop Charles £. Blake, Sr. 


G. E. PATTERSON. 


You Call Yourself A Christian. 


You say that you have surrendered your 
entire life to God, and you're living in 
the Promised Land of your salvation. 


= 


But it seems that the feeling of fulfillment was temporary-replaced by 
emptiness. Sickness has crept in where health should be. What about 
your finances? You thought you would be rich, not just living from day 
to day. Depression has become a way of life. The feeling of freedom and 
power has been replaced by bondage and fear. 


But God loves His people, and He loves you too much to let you shrivel 
up in a dungeon of depression or helplessness. In the days of the Old 
Testament, God sent men and women with the authority to deliver His 
people from oppression, even when they didn’t deserve His mercy. These 
deliverers were called “judges,” because they brought His justice and 
mercy into balance in the lives of His people. Today, you have the great- 
est Judge of all-Jesus Christ. 


G. E. Patterson challenges you to let Christ break the shackles of low 
self-esteem, poverty, and spiritual dryness off your life. Open your heart 
to His righteous judgments, and you will find His offer of forgiveness, 


grace, and new freedom! With Jesus the Deliverer on your side, ISBN: 0-88368-775-5 
Retail: $12.99 


you are the only person who can prevent your freedom. 


Available at the COGIC Bookstore 
285 South Main Street Memphis, TN 38103 


901-525-4004 phone - 901-525-4001 fax 
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2009 A New Era 
Editorial 


Dr. David Allen Halll, Sr. 


On the American scene the nation is looking for a change: the presence and personality of President Bara 


an indication of a possible new era in politics. With the current financial crisis bringing our stronge : 
manufacturing institutions down, it will take an extraordinary effort to help America bounce back. The country is 
looking for innovative, imaginative administration, where business thrives and the social status of people is enhanced. — 
There needs to be a value shift that bring a new paradigm of political relations that promote the general good. Finally, 
Obama, himself is good because he will be different. He is not president because he is black but because he was the 


best choice. 


Against the backdrop of financial deficit and escalating fear our Church has elected new leadership. Our immediate 
focus in 2009 will be determined by the leadership and the response the saints give to Presiding Bishop Charles Blake. 
As much as America needs a financial overhaul, the Church Of God In Christ needs a spiritual and administrative 
resurgence. Our leader needs the overwhelming support of every bishop, supervisor, pastor and the saints in general. 


His plans for developing and moving our Church forward are vital to the success of the organization. 


Bishop Charles Blake is one of the most gifted individuals to sit in the seat of the presiding bishop. Bishop Blake is 
not unlike President Obama. The two men have unlimited promise and the idea of such potential is encouraging. 
These two men have a keen insight about emerging from current realities and going forward. Neither is given to mak- 
ing less than adequate prognosis for the immediate future, if they get the essential cooperation needed. ‘This means 


everyone associated with their leadership should have confidence that things are changing and for the better. 


The world is a large stage upon which we stand. There is a new era coming and the entire Church will be better in 
2009. This is not optimism but rather an analysis made from the given facts. On the General Board of Bishops were 
added two bright stars. The promise of dynamic leadership will only be enhanced by Bishops Daniels and White. 
Bishop Blake is doing the hard work of fact finding, analyzing and implementing administrative and managerial per- 
sonnel procedures to establish a more lean and efficient organization. His leadership style demands and gets greater 
productivity from those who labor with him. He represents a new era and everyone should be proud, and ready to 


positively respond and work in the Church's vineyard. 


Last December the staff at the Publishing House mailed areneva notice to your house. Hundreds of you to 


return envelope and send the payment bac 


~ of you failed to return the envelope 
~The Whole Truth Magazine — 
‘is constantly upgrading and 
~ attempting to provide timely 
and important news ofthe — 
Church Of God In Christ 


Every saint, especially 
credential holders, should receive 
the magazine. It only costs $20.00. 


Second Assistant Presiding Bishop 
Jerry W. Macklin 
preached under the anointing 


et 
1 PT, 
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_ First Assistant Presiding Bishop Brooks 


Memphis, TN. - The General Church Of God In Christ met for 
its annual convocation in Memphis, Tennessee. Presiding Bishop 
Charles E. Blake and the General Board hosted the saints and 
provided an exciting agenda. The annual meeting was well 
attended but was not attended like the centennial celebration of 
2007. Amid the recent near financial collapse of the US economy 
and the anticipation of the election of Senator Barack Obama as 
president, the saints gathered to praise God. The committee 
provided a lineup of truly outstanding preaching and training 


sessions daily, along with the election of general officers. The 


101st Holy Convocation offered much. 


The general election of Church officers was highly anticipated. 
At stake were general board, trustee, general officers, treasurer and 
financial secretary positions. The election went flawlessly and 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr., 


Chairman of the General Assembly had the election committee 


according to the constitution. 


in full force. The saints gathered to hear timely and well stated 


speeches and the following day held the election. 


The tabulation of votes for the General Board reflected the will 


of God and the saints. 


Bk EE 
Brooks «= EEE 
Macklin EE 
Mckinney ERIE 
Danie EET 
- Hamiton ERE 
- Winbush EE 
“white EE 
Ovens EZ 
Haynes EE 
ve 
Gen 


Presiding Bishop Blake was returned to office by acclamation. 
The spirit of unity filled the room after the totals were 


announced. It was a scene of victory. 


The General Secretary position, currently held by Bishop Joel 
Lyles, was uncontested. He received 3523 votes. Bishop Samuel 


L. Lowe (Treasurer) was uncontested and won reelection with a 


total of 3443 vote. The Elder Frank A. White won the office of 
General Financial Secretary with a vote of 2,412 as he out dis- 


tanced two worthy challengers. 


The Board of Trustees welcomes new members. Bishop Charles 
Ford, the chairman of the Board led all vote totals and cemented 


his leadership in a second election. 


The vote tally was as follows: 


rod ERE 
fore ERO 
ow Ea 
Paterson EEE 
ves EO 
Linsey EEE 
Shepherd ERA 
shih ER 
Gen 
me 
Cahoon ETT 
wk 
love ER 
Cae 
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New members on the Trustee Board were Barnes, Chase and 


Hall. Non returning members were Elder McClendon Winbush 


and the retiring Deacon Walter Jones. @ 
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Husband, father, pastor, prelate, entrepreneur, community activist 
and more defined the life and character of Bishop Levi Edgar 
Willis. This multi talented man of vast skills was a lover of God 
and humanity. Certainly, the world knew him as the executive 
who had colleagues around the world. He was called a big time 
operator, a person of wealth but those metaphors failed to describe 
the man. Truly, Bishop Levi Willis will be remembered for his 
charitable giving, pastoral grace and being a builder of men. He 
His local 


church members can share facts about the man so many knew for 


was truly the Good shepherd of Norfolk, Virginia. 


his inexhaustible energy and 
ability to impact situations 
at every level. To his mem- 
bers, he was a gospel preach- 


er and pastor. 


In the Church Of God In 
Christ, Bishop Willis is best 
remembered for his work in 
the General Assembly. 
More than any other indi- 


vidual, he is credited for 


bringing that August body 
to the foreground and creating 
the circumstances for its growth and development. Bishop Willis 
served as Chairman of the Credential Committee, Chairman of 
the Board of Bishops, Chairman of the Constitutional Convention 
of 1979, and finally Chairman of the General Assembly, 1980- 
1988. During those days, Bishop Willis brought much parliamen- 
tary skill and passion to the processes. His innovative approach to 
chairing the assembly made him the champion of local pastors 
across the length and breadth of the Church Of God In Christ. 
Due to his efforts Bishop Willis developed a General Assembly 
constituency who found its voice, thereby educating, illuminating 
and making the assembly a true deliberative body. In 1988, he was 
elected to the General Board of Bishops and served for two terms. 
He stepped down from the General Board to attend to his ailing 
wife, Hortense. In 2004, he was granted the title of Emeritus 
General Board Member by the General Church. 


The Honorable Bishop Levi Edgar Willis, 79, was transitioned 


Presiding Bishop C.E. Blake 


from Earth to Glory on 
February 20, 2009 after a 


long illness at Sentara 


Beach General 


He was born 


Virginia 
Hospital. 
March 1, 1929, in Vanceboro, North Carolina to the late Odell 
and Elzena Willis. Bishop L. E. Willis was married to the former 


Hortense Jones. 


Together they had four children: Hortense 


Ernestine, Christine Lauretta, Celestine Levira, and Levi E. Willis, 
Il. 


| He was the Founder and Pastor of the 


Garden of Prayer Worship Center 
_which had its early beginnings in the 
_ Oakwood section of Norfolk, VA. He 


_often told the stories of the “pot bel- 


lied stove that danced when they 
/ shouted,” and of “having to blow into 
| his gas tank so that his car would start 
“after the service.” He later purchased 
a warehouse on Park Avenue and con- 
verted it into a church. After several 
years, The Garden of Prayer Temple in 

Portsmouth was purchased. Then in 
1997 God mightily usd Bishop Willis to build the present worship 
facility of the Garden of Prayer which is the headquarters of the 


Virginia Third Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. 


Bishop Blake consoles Mother Hortense Willis 


Before becoming Bishop of the Virginia 
Third Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, Bishop 
Willis held official positions with the First 
and Second Jurisdictions of the Church Of 
God In Christ, in the State of Virginia. He 
worked with Bishop Samuel Green and Dr. 
Wilbert Y.P.W.W. 
Department and was mentored by pioneers 
such as Mother Beulah Dabney, Bishop J. P. 
Dabney, Bishop David C. Love, and Bishop 


D. Lawrence Williams. 


Daniels in the 


In 1967, he founded the Virginia Third 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and appropriately 


named it the New Frontier. During the 


past 40 years, the Jurisdiction has grown _ 
under his leadership from five (5) churches to 


eighty-plus (80+) churches and missions. 


In addition to being a spiritual leader, Bishop was also an entrepre- 
Bishop and Mother Willis founded Cheer Realty 


Corporation and owned as many as a hundred properties, some of 


neur. 


which were houses and motels in Chesapeake on Military Highway 
and in the Ocean View section of Norfolk. Through the sale of the 


properties he was able to purchase his first radio stations, WOWI 
and WPCE. He purchased the Journal and Guide to prevent fore- 
closure of the only Black local newspaper. In the early 1970s 
Bishop Willis helped to form The Atlantic National Bank, the 
areas first bank with a multi-racial ownership. He became chair- 
man and was the majority stockholder. Bishop Willis was Founder 
and President of Twilight Funeral Homes located in Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, and Suffolk, VA. He purchased the Park Avenue 
Shopping Center to house his first radio stations, and was the pio- 


neer of full-time gospel radio stations. Bishop Willis was Founder 


ae z 2 EES SO EOS 


provided comfort 


The saints 
and President of Willis Broadcasting, Inc. which grew to become 
an empire of almost fifty radio stations across the country. He pur- 
chased and completed the 645 Building (intersection of 
Brambleton Avenue and Church Street) to be headquarters for 
Willis Broadcasting, which also houses the Crusade for Christ 


Bookstore. 


Included among the many awards and citations that Bishop Willis 
has received for his invaluable service throughout the years are the 
following: Special Achievement Award as an Organizer and Civic 
Leader in the City of Norfolk; YMCA Award for Support of 
Services to Young People; Award for Outstanding Services to 
Education; Humanitarian Award for Community Service in 1980; 
Humanitarian Award for Dedicated Service April 1982; National 
Brotherhood Award by the United Christian Front for 
Brotherhood Inc. 1982; Spiritual Service Award by the Tidewater 
Naval Spiritual Revival; designated as Honorary Chaplain by the 
Navy Chief of Chaplains Washington, DC; honored by the Multi 
Cultural Center Old Dominion University for Community 
Service and Leadership; cited as “Man of the Year,” “Citizen of the 


Year” and “Crusader of the Year.” 


He is survived by Hortense Jones Willis, his devoted wife, of 60 
years; a son, Dr. Levi Willis, II of Virginia Beach, Virginia; three 
daughters: Hortense E. Cuffee, Christine Willis, and Celestine 
Willis. 
Norfolk, as well as the saints in the Church Of God In Christ 
worldwide, will celebrate the memory of Bishop L. E. Willis. 


Surely, the saints of Virginia and the community of 


“His presence will be missed, but his legacy will remain!” @ 
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Bishop L. T. Walker Passes 


Little Rock, Arkansas - The Church Of God In Christ assembled 
to celebrate the homegoing of Bishop Leato Thomas Walker, Sr. 
The General Board of Bishops, The General Officers, and the 
saints from across the nation came to Little Rock to celebrate the 
life of service to God and humankind. Bishop Leato Walker, Sr. 
was born December 15, 1917, in Nashville, Arkansas. He was the 
only child born to Mr. King Emmanuel Walker and Frankie 
Walker. Bishop Walker grew and developed into a progressive and 
outstanding individual who united in holy matrimony to Lottie 
Mae Jones, August 1, 1944. They were married 64 years. 


Bishop Walker was one of the few remaining prelates consecrated 
by Bishop Charles Harrison Mason. He was consecrated 
September 26, 1960, as the Bishop of Arkansas, First Jurisdiction. 
At the time of his appointment, he was the youngest bishop in the 
College of Bishops. His distinguished service in ministry as a 


prelate and community activist accentuated his long tenure in the 
state of Arkansas. 


Bishop Walker was employed with the Missouri Pacific Railroad in 
the position of Accountant and Union Representative before retir- 
ing to full time ministry. He was a compassionate and energetic 
leader for both union and civic causes. He was a member of the 
Little Rock City Safety Commission that was established to 
address the problem of gang violence. He was a member of the 
NAACP and long-term civil rights activist who played a vital role 
in the progress of the African American community in Arkansas. 
His community service helped him gain the recognition of a young 
gubernatorial candidate by the name of William Jefferson Clinton, 
who later became President of the United States. Bishop Walker 
was equally respected by the Republican Party and was sought after 
for counsel in matters pertaining to the African American commu- 
nity and the community in general. 


In the life of Arkansas First Jurisdiction, Bishop Walker was a pro- 
gressive and diligent leader. Under his charge were one 163 
churches and missions. The Jurisdiction flourished under his com- 
passionate and insightful leadership. Those churches now serve in 
most communities across the state of Arkansas. The pastors, eld- 
ers, and saints are aware of the passing of such an outstanding 


leader, and know that God had provided for them a great example. 


In the general church, Bishop Walker served as Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Bishops for 24 years, and in 1996, he became 
Chairman of the Board of Bishops and served 10 years until his 
retirement. His influence and strong hand left a legacy for the next 
generation of bishops. His colleagues mourn his loss, but celebrate 


his contributions. His local church in Little Rock, Arkansas, The 
Holy Temple Cathedral Church Of God In Christ know that they 
have lost a compassionate and thoughtful leader. Bishop Walker 
had considerable preaching skills and spiritual insight that helped 
him deal with the problems and lives of his congregation. From 
his pulpit, he impacted the lives of individuals across the religious 
traditions of the state. He was a leader among leaders, and the reli- 
gious community of Little Rock, Arkansas mourn his loss. 


On Tuesday, February 24, 2009, the national homegoing celebra- 
tion commenced. The episcopal representation was symbolic of 
the magnitude of the stellar individual gone home to be with the 
Lord. His grace, the Presiding Bishop of the Church Of God In 
Christ, Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., delivered a comforting word 
to the jurisdictional family, saints of the local church, but particu- 
larly to Mother Lottie M. Walker and children. Mother Walker 
was the two in the one-two punch of this dynamic duo. For sixty- 
four years they represented the strength and integrity of a couple 
in love, and on a mission. As prelate and first lady, they served the 
Church and raised a family of three sons and four daughters. Their 
children stand as living examples of what godly parents and disci- 
pline do for people in this dynamic time. The message of comfort 
preached by the Presiding Bishop, the words of comfort, and reso- 
lution from far and wide demonstrated that the whole Church of 
God In Christ mourn the family’s loss, but celebrated the life of 
Bishop L. T. Walker. 


Nothing more can be said except the pronouncement that the Lord 
will make himself, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 
The Church Of God In Christ will long remember and celebrate 
the life of Bishop Leato T. Walker, Sr. @ 
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By action of the General Assembly of the Church Of God In 
Christ many years ago, the term- “Assistant Bishop” was eliminat- 
ed from the positions held in the Church. In 
its place, the position of “Administrative 
Assistant” was created and adopted. The com- 
plete title is “Administrative Assistant to the 
Bishop” and a Bishop may have as many 
Assistants as he chooses to assist with the imple- 


mentation of his administration. 


The Administrative Assistant is an appointed 
position, not elected. It is a position appointed 
only by the Bishop and may be terminated at 
any time by the same Bishop who made the 
original appointment (or his successors). The 
appointment as Administrative Assistant can only last as long as 


the Bishop is in leadership. 


The Administrative Assistant is a position of responsibility with- 
out authority. All primary authority rests with the Bishop. It is, 
however, a position requiring “collaborative leadership” skills. An 
Administrative Assistant works with other members of the lead- 
ership team and does so harmoniously. One of his primary tasks 


involves promoting the positive image of the Bishop, never using 


Dr James Boyer, Ph.D. 


the term, “If I was Bishop, I would change this or that!” 


The Administrative Assistant is not a policy 
maker, but works to implement the jurisdic- 
tional policies as identified (or approved) by 
the Bishop with whom he is working. It is 
essentially a “staff” position rather than a 
“line” position, meaning that one is not 
required to go through an Administrative 
Assistant to get to the Bishop, or to confer 


with him. 


Whenever the Administrative Assistant speaks, 
he is essentially speaking on behalf of the 
Bishop unless he is given the opportunity to 
deliver a sermon or a civic address. If he represents the Bishop at 
a funeral or other related gathering, he should be sure to indicate 
that he is representing the chief leader at such time. Also, the 
Administrative Assistant keeps the Bishop informed of any issues 


related to his work. 
Duties of the Administrative Assistant 


While the role of the Administrative Assistant is an important 


role in the leadership team, it is not mentioned in the Official 
Manual of the Church Of God In Christ (1973 Edition). Also, 
it is not mentioned in scripture specifically. We are all aware that 
the names of Apostles, Prophets, Evangelist, Pastors and Teachers 
are found in Paul’s letter to the Ephesian church. Additionally, 
the specific qualifications of Bishop and Deacons are listed in the 
New Testament, but the roles of Administrative Assistant are part 


of the more recent “Institutional” church. 


The General Assembly did not identify the specific duties of the 
Administrative Assistant because it realized that the appointing 
officer may have many different needs which the Assistant can 
meet. The appointing Bishop, however, usually chooses persons 
from his group of ordained Elders, Pastors, or Superintendents. 
Often, the work of the Administrative Assistant is assumed to be 
under the scriptural reference in 1st Corinthians 12:28 (helps, 
governments). The ministry of the Administrative 
Assistant is generally perceived as one of the “helping 


ministries” of our Church. 
Other Responsibilities: 


Because the role is a ministerial role, the 
Administrative Assistant is responsible for 
helping to educate and train new genera- 
tions of leaders for the Church. In such 

a role, the Administrative Assistant must 

know the history of the Church Of God In 
Christ, and frequently pass it on to younger saints, 
especially those aspiring to the ministry. It goes without say- 

ing that “preparation for ministry” at any level in the Church Of 
God In Christ should embrace the major tasks of (1) soul win- 


ning, (2) restoration, and (3) reclaiming backsliders. 


The Administrative Assistant should continually work to help the 
saints understand that the COGIC is a legal, legitimate, non- 
profit institution with constitutional authority to ordain people, 
to establish local congregations and train new leadership. The 
promotion of our COGIC traditions should be a major part of 


the Administrative Assistant’s work at all levels. 


While ministry is the result of a “Divine Call,” it is also univer- 
sal as well as specific to the mission, doctrines and history of the 
Church Of God In Christ. The Administrative Assistant also 
works to communicate that the ministry is a career of servant- 
hood, and calls on the participant to be ready to serve at all times. 
Within COGIC, the Administrative Assistant (usually a preach- 


er) embraces the primary task of preacher who works at “spread- 


ing the gospel” as a primary function. The top priority is win- 
ning souls for Christ. For more than 2,000 years, teaching and 
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ has been the reason that 
Christianity has survived and thrived. 


The Administrative Assistant as Pastor and/or 
Superintendent: 


Unless the Bishop 


Administrative Assistant must remember the differences in his 


specifically directs otherwise, the 
role as Pastor, Superintendent, or Administrative Assistant. As 
Pastor, he continues his teaching role with the saints in the local 
congregation. If he is also a District Superintendent, he must 
work his assigned district. These assignments are listed in the 
official Manual (pp. 147-149). Whenever an Administrative 
Assistant is functioning in his district where he is not the 

Superintendent, he reverts to his role as Pastor in that 
district, appropriately respecting the District 


Superintendent. 


Understanding Title 
Frameworks 


Ministerial leadership (as result of one’s 
divine call) is an awesome responsibility but 
one which should be taken quite seriously. 
Many Bishops (with jurisdictional responsibility) 
chose to list their Assistants as lst Assistant, 2nd 
Assistant, 3rd Assistant, etc. Others chose to identify 
their Assistants by the leadership assignments given 

them: Administrative Assistant for Finance, Assistant for 
Education, Assistant for General Administration, etc. Whatever 
titular framework a Bishop chooses to use, the Administrative 


Assistant must adhere to his area of responsibility. 


It should be understood that God places workers in the Church 
to accomplish the many tasks of the Church. The Administrative 
assistant should work closely with the one who issued the 
appointment (and his successors) if he is retained. Along with 
understanding the work of jurisdictional oversight, he should 
study the constitution as well as the scripture on a continuous 
basis! The accomplishment of these tasks will help to insure that 
our Church remains the greatest Church on the face of the earth, 


for years to come. © 


James B. Boyer, Ph.D. 
COGIC Administrative Assistant since 1975 


Kansas East Jurisdiction 
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hat the saints are saying 
about President Barack Ubama 


For some the historical milestone is personal: | 
for others it’s spiritual, political or social 


By Liz A. Womack 


While opinions abound on the topic of United States President 
Barack Obama, when the saints speak about politics, one has to 
stop and listen. They eagerly offer lively, insightful even dynamic 
perspectives on Mr. Obama’ historic victory as the first known 


African American to attain the world’s highest government position. 


Amid the 101st Holy Convocation’s bevy of prayer meetings, 
worship services, seminars and the General Assembly’s vote for 
COGIC’s international prelate position, a diverse segment of 
saints from around the country voiced their reactions to Mr. 
Obama as 44th president. Clearly their thoughts show the elec- 
tion and presidency has spiritual, personal, political and social 


relevance among saints. 


Bishop Martin Luther Johnson: New Jersey First Jurisdiction — 


“Tt’s a significant turning point in America and in the world.” 


Reverend Eugene Rivers, Keynote at the COGIC Charities 
Banquet — “With the success of Barack Obama we have concise- 


ly concluded the confederacy.” 


Mother Willie Mae Rivers, International Supervisor of Women 


— “T believe it (Obama's election) was God-ordained. We must 


ahs WA Obie Tis Gh! 


pray for him to have God-given direction. It’s not for us as 


African Americans to boast that we have a black president.” 


Pastor Gerald Simmons, Lancaster, Pennsylvania — “The great- 
est impact will be the international impact. People in Korea, 


Japan, Greece — all the world is making a wonderful response. 


Another impact is that our nation can restore its image as a just 


nation. The second impact is there will be an increase in patriot- 
ism among people of color. We've always been patriotic, but 
reluctant. Every time we try to give our contribution to the 
nation, they would accept it but not give us our full citizenship. 
Another significant impact of the election can be the healing of 
the ethnic divide in America. If White Americans will allow this 
brother (Obama), he will be the ambassador to the dominant 


culture for the people of color.” 


Evangelist Pearl Page Brown, San Jose, California — “It is history. 
He has made history. God has raised him up and prepared him. 
The man is prepared — unknowingly prepared. That was God’s 
doing.” 


Minister Lorenzo Savage, Tampa, Florida — “It was really great 


to see a black man obtain such a high position in the world. Now 


you can think that you can become president.” 


Khadija Craine, Byhalia, Mississippi — “Having an African 
American in office shows how far we have come from. It gives me 
someone to look up to.” 


Dr. John Penton, COGIC Charities Executive Director — “He 
(Obama) can make an impact on our youth and their ability to 


dream beyond entertainment and sports.” 


Evangelist Barbara Goodson, Philadelphia, PA — “I believe this 
is the season, not just for Black Americans but for every 
American. In every culture there has been a struggle. Not only is 
Barack Obama mixed (race), he represents color for all races. He 
is a man for a whole nation. His election is giving a lot of people 
confidence that ‘I can do all things through Christ who strength- 
ens me.’ His election means that Barbara Goodson can still finish 
her college education at 45 years old with a bachelor’s degree in 


human services.” 


Sylvia Law, COGIC Charities Scholarship Coordinator and 
newly elected COGIC Board of Trustees member — “I remem- 
ber the 50s. I remember the time when I was put off the buses 
and put out of restaurants. I went to separate schools. We have to 
ensure that those things never again happen to anyone regardless 
of the color of their skin.” 


Bishop Sedgwick Daniels, Wisconsin First Jurisdiction and 
newly elected General Board Member — “It (election) demon- 


strates solidarity. It gives hope and inspiration to our youth.” 


Pastor Ed Ollie, Des Moines, Iowa — “The significant point is 
that he (Obama) is a man that will try to bring healing to our 
nation. It brings hope to many Black Americans. It will help me 
to be a better man, a better husband and father in watching him 
with his wife and daughters. Whatever I can ascribe to by God’s 
grace, I can accomplish it through the prayers of God’s people. 
It’s a bright light to all of us who have lived in darkness. The pat- 
tern is laid for us . . . to carry ourselves in a manner of integrity. 
It's making me go back to my church and take three expensive 
ties and shirts to men in my church and teach them how to tie a 


tie and how to dress like men of integrity.” @ 


Liz A. Womack is Founder and President of LAW Inspiration 
Enterprises, producer of the 2009 Commemorative Calendar 
Celebrating the Historical Homegoing and Life Work of Bishop Ozro 


I. Jones, Jr. Visit www.lawinspirations.com. 
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Faith P Barrett, (5th Generation 


Youngest Law Student at Liberty University Schoo! of Law 


Faith P. Barrett is fifth-generation Church Of God In Christ (her 
great, great, great, great, uncle, Bishop E.M. Page was one of the 
first five bishops of the Church Of God In Christ). 


Faith was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois. 
She moved with her parents to San Diego, 
California in 2002. In September of 2004, at age 
14, Faith began taking classes at Southwestern 
College in Chula Vista, California, a suburb of 
San Diego; because her teachers and counselor 
felt she had matriculated beyond the high school 
curriculum (She had previously skipped grades). 
She majored in English at Southwestern College 
and received an Associated Degree in English in 
May 2006. Faith applied to and was accepted at 
Clark-Atlanta University, Atlanta Georgia for the 


2006/07 school year. There she continued her English major as 
a junior and was the youngest student on campus. Faith gradu- 
ated in May 2008 with a Bachelor Degree in English. 


In July of 2008, Faith received a full scholarship to Liberty 
University School of Law in Lynchburg, Virginia and began her 
first year of law school in August of 2008. What is so com- 


pelling...the scholarship was received by Faith at age 18! Faith 
turned 19 on November 25, 2008. 


She has received two scholarships from the COGIC Charities to 


Faith Barrett 


support her in her schooling. 


Faith is the daughter of Dr. Donald K. Barrett, 
Pastor of Greater Gospel Center COGIC of San 
Diego, California and New Direction Ministries 
COGIC of Yuma, Arizona. He is Chief of Staff for 
General Board Member, Bishop George D. 
McKinney. Her mother, Ruth L. Barrett, J.D. 
serves as Chief of Research for the COGIC General 
Counsel, headed by Judge Enoch Perry, Chief 
General Counsel of the Church. Her godparents, 
Bishop and Mrs. Ocie (Nee Jean) Booker, who 


serve First Jurisdiction of Illinois, have had a great impact in Faith's 


life, with their ever present love and support. 


Faith is a saved young woman, committed to the Lord and family. 


She is planning a life of service and believes that preparation will 
strengthened the gifts God has given her. She is a lovely light in 
a world of need. © 


The Pentecostal Deacon 


‘Empowered To Serve” 


ask for it... 


COGIC Bookstore 
Caib901-525-4004 


60 years of commitment to humanity through total faith in God 


i 
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In The New Slavemasters , Bishop 
McKinney asks the question: Are we 
really free at last? In his 224-page 
response, the “new slavemasters" 
become a powerful metaphor for the 
contemporary African-American struggle, 
as well as seemingly insurmountable 
cycles of destructive behavior that have 
enslaved people of all walks. The new 
slavemasters are drugs, materialism, 
racism, teen pregnancy, rage, gangs, 
pornography, instant gratification, and 
sexual promiscuity, among others. 
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Memphis, TN. At the 101st International Holy Convocation, 
Presiding Bishop Charles Blake consecrated seven elders to the 
rank of bishop. The setting was beautiful and filled with splendor 
and ritual. Assisted by the General Board of Bishops the new 
prelates were adorned in their new robes and distinctive dress. 
After Bishop George McKinney preached the Communion mes- 


sage the pageantry and ceremony of consecration was conducted. 


Receiving holy orders were six prelates of jurisdictional rank and 
one of auxiliary rank. The jurisdictional candidates were: R.J. 
Hoston, New York Central; Frank H. Douglas, Jr., Missouri 
Western First; Joel H. Lyles, Jr., Greater Maryland First; Jerald H. 


Hawkins, Louisiana Eastern Second; C.H. McClelland, Wisconsin 
Northwest; Harvey P. Young, Arizona and Edward P. Cook, Ohio 
North First. Samuel E Morgan was consecrated as Auxiliary 


Bishop of Chaplaincy. 


Each of these men were consecrated and blessed by the entire 
General Board of Bishops. Their appointments were approved in the 
April Call. The consecration was a fitting end to a glorious Holy 


Convocation and their labor as princes of the Church begins. @ 


Elder Linwood Dillard was appointed presi- 
dent of the International Youth Department 
by Presiding Bishop Charles Blake. Pastor 
Dillard joins Evangelist Joyce Rodgers as the 


leadership team and together they share 


a ‘ 

— responsibilities over the Youth Department. 
Dillard was recently cited in Ebony Magazine as one of America’s 
outstanding young Black Americans and he is a pastor in the 


Central Tennessee Jurisdiction. 


Along with his youthful presence, Pastor Dillard offers a wealth 
of professional and organizational experience. He is a county 
executive in Shelby County and serves a growing congregation. 
On the youth web page Pastor Dillard has outlined his strategic 
planning for the department and has plans to train those who 


serve Our most precious commodity: young people. @ 


The Official web-site of the Office 
of the Presiding Bishop of 
The Church of God in Christ. 


New and Streaming Video 
Announcements 
Theological Perspectives 
Prayer & Devotional 
Online Office 

- Staff Directory 

- Calendar 

- Contact Us 

- Networking 


and much much more... 
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The 101st Holy Convocation of the Church Of God In Christ was 
a convention where people from around the world journeyed to 
Memphis, Tennessee to worship God and renew their commit- 
ments to the ministry. The saints know the Church Of God In 
Christ is one of the progressive and fast growing denominations in 
the world. Headquartered in Memphis, Tennessee and having 
congregations in every state of the union, and in sixty countries 
around the world, people have noticed us . The annual November 
meeting is quite an event and the attendance annually swells the 


population of Memphis, Tennessee. 


One business that noticed the church is The Drug Place, Inc. The 
Drug Place staff visited the convention and served the throngs of 
worshipers with good health information and other health related 
activities. The booth workers were inundated with request for 
information about goods and services. Health is critically impor- 
tant to all persons and more so in the Church. The Church Of 
God In Christ has joined in a health initiative program support by 
the Drug Place, Inc. Church leaders hope to educate and train 
people about the value of good health habits and proper uses of 
prescription medications. The leadership of the Church has 


demonstrated great concern for its members who, according to sta- 


tistics, suffer disproportionately with the major chronic diseases. 


The convention offered delegates the usual spiritual worship serv- 


ices that continue through the day with powerful preaching and 
excellent music. There were workshops and training designed to 
enhance ministerial activities and better serve the delegate’s local 
communities. Then people were blessed to see friends from 


around the world. 


One significant convention highlight was the presentation of a 
monetary contribution to the General Church. Representatives of 
The Drug Place, Inc., met with Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
Sr. and were received very warmly. The association between the 
Church Of God In Christ and Drug Place demonstrates what faith 
based organizations and businesses can do to benefit people. The 
contribution provide a little more money for the institution’s out- 
reach and charitable ministries. The Church Of God In Christ has 
charitable organizations and missions programs that need the con- 
tribution and have aggressively been out on the cutting edge of 


need. 


It is the goal of the Church Of God In Christ to continue it part- 
nership with The Drug Place. This relationship allows The Drug 
Place to supply prescriptions to the constituents of the Church Of 
God In Christ at the best prices. The associations brings benefits 
to the Church and the pharmaceutical firm. Good health and a 
quality spiritual life are effective tools in the building of God’s 


Kingdom on earth. .¢) 


¢ DrugPlace carries a full line of vitamins, diabetic drugplace’ 


and respiratory medications, as well as pet 
medications — 


At DrugPlace we offer a number of free online 
services so you.can spend your free time 
doing...whatever. Listed are some of the services 
we offer: 


¢ Call DrugPlace today and compare your 
pharmaceutical insurance co-pay. There is a great 
value in buying a 3 month supply at a time. 


* Drugplace is a toll-free and online mail-order 
pharmacy that provides discount prices for name 


brand and generic prescription medications. of a generic prescription medication in 


j : : : . ’s fri dgeable : 
* Everyone is welcome in DrugPlace’s Community Pidet lace = rien Os BeaD DrugPlace’s Generic Formulary Drug Program 
representatives are available to take calls and 
Outreach Pharmacy Program. 


orders 24 Hours a day, 7 Days a Week. Call us toll free at 1.800.881.6325 


* Delivery is at NO CHARGE 


¢ Never more than $20.00 on one month’s supply 


Not all drugs are covered in our Formulary Plan 
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The renowned Bishop T.D. Jakes blessed the. C¢ 
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The Holy Convocation brought the saints from around 
the world to experience the beginning of the second cen- 
tury. The centennial celebration was earmarked by the 
largest crowds in history and with saints and vision from 
around the world. The entire event was a spiritual spec- 
tacle that shall long be remembered. As grand as the cen- 
tennial was the 101st International Holy Convocation 
rooted in tremendous preaching gifted clergy and an 
Bishop T.D Jakes 


delivered a sterling message Sunday evening. 


internationally known evangelist. 


Bishop Ted Thomas opened the convention on Tuesday 
afternoon. It was election day and every one was antici- 
pating the news of Senator Barack Obama being elected 
44th President of the United States of America. There 
was a fever in the air and the prayers were truly going up 
for this paradigm shift in American politics. By the time 
Mr. Obama was officially declared the winner, the 
Tuesday evening worship was over. That evening Dr. 
Charles Hawthorne of Michigan preached the inspira- 
tional message and Dr. David Hall delivered the evening 
message. Both were outstanding but the news of Senator 
Obama’s election took the day. 


a ea Ome Wings! 


DD) 


QGIC faithtul,..£. 


£4 g a 


= 


The week was filled with inspiring and thought provok- 
ing messages. Good sanctified preaching is educational, 
edifying, instructional and filled with revelation. As the 
numbers grew nightly so too did the out pouring of the 
spirit and praise. By Wednesday, the Morning Manna 
was added and the remaining day's of the meeting were 
filled with a powerful word. Among the speakers supply- 
ing the word were Pastor Willie J. Campbell, Bishop 
O.L. Meadows, Elder John Wynn of Nevada, 
Superintendent James Whitehead of Michigan, Elder 
Cory Easterling of New York, Bishop Barnett 
Thoroughgood of Virgina, Elder Linwood Dillard of 
Tennessee, Second Assistant Presiding Bishop, Jerry 
Macklin, and Superintendent Dickerson L.S. Wells, of 
Tennessee. 


Bishop Thomas Dexter Jakes, Sr. spoke on Sunday 
evening. Hailed as an international evangelist, entrepre- 
neur and philanthropist, the Bishop was truly outstanding. 
In 2005 Time Magazine placed him among the “25 Most 
Influential Evangelicals in America.” © 
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Three great ladies enjoy the Word. Supervisor of Women, Mother Rivers, 
First Lady Mae Blake and Former First Lady Louise Patterson 
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Bishop Ted Thomas opened the Holy Convocation = 
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Music Brain Trust: Dr. Iris Stevenson and. 
Professor Barbara Jackson 


Bishop Meadows, Alabama 


Thunder and Lightening 
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General Secretary, Bishop Joel Lyles, Chairman of 
AIM, Supt. J. Drew Sheard and Elder Reggie 
William share a moment 
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Mother Willie Mae Rivers is the caretaker of COGIC’s distaff 
memberships’ most influential department. Every year the ladies 
of the Church Of God In Christ gather and celebrate the Lord in 
their own way at the International Women’s Convention. It is a 
grand event that has grown to be one of the largest gatherings of 
religious women in the world. In 2009, the Women’s Convention 
will convene in Denver Colorado. The beautiful “Mile High City” 
will welcome thousands of the feminine faithful. The theme for 
the gathering will be “Holy Women Strategizing to Implement 
Ministries to all People.” The scriptural basis for the meeting is I 
Corinthians 9:19-22. 


The convention will begin with a traditional shut-in for purposes 
of consecration. The convention is normally bathed in prayer and 
supplication. On May 11-15, worship services, workshops and 
events will interest the delegates. The delegates focus will be the 
motto that has promoted the convention over the years; “Better 
Homes, Better Churches, Better Communities and a Better 
World,” and has made a definite impact upon the ladies in atten- 


dance. 


General Supervisor Rivers will speak to the convention Tuesday 
evening. She is known for her basic message of holiness and fam- 
ily values. She is a champion for mothers and personal fulfillment 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake will speak on 


Friday evening and cap off what promises to be a week of power- 


for women. 


ful preaching. All participants will bring a message that will 
address the “Total Woman,’ Mother Rivers confidently indicated. 


The convention has innovated its approach. The convention 


developed a new ministry a few years ago called, “The 49 and 


Under Group.” Its purpose was to increase the participation and 


continued mentoring of younger women attending the conven- 


tion. Mother feels that “too much valuable advice” is not being 


transmitted because of changing life styles. Children don’t eat din- 
ner with their parents and many mothers have to work. The moth- 
ering of children was a nurturing standard that older generations 
took for granted. Times have changed and too much is not being 
provided the present generations. At the convention, the ladies 
will chat and introduce lessons that will help rediscover discipline 
and methods of child rearing, home development and being a 


happy and productive wife and person. 


Mother Rivers informed The Whole Truth, that The 49 and Under 
Group started with 100 participants. “We now have over 1800 
women enrolled in The 49 and Under Group,” commented 
Mother Rivers. It seems that younger women are eager for the 
older women to share their life experiences. The department's 
goal is to bring balance in life for women at church with family and 
work. Unity and purpose among the ranks of the delegates creates 
the opportunities for the growth of women. The convention will 
continue to promote an excellent array of workshops, preaching 
and specialized curriculum that will inform the delegates that con- 
vention organizers want the ladies to develop spiritually and per- 


sonally. 


Mother Rivers is an example of traditional family values. She and 
her late husband, David were married for nearly 56 years and 
trained 12 children, 10 of them girls. Mother Rivers and the entire 
family had a team concept. Everyone worked together. Her career 
in the Church was not inhibited but enhanced by her devotion and 


their cooperation. 


Mother Rivers is encouraging men to attend the convention as 
well. The name International Women Convention should not be 
a turn off to men. She is also encouraging men to become red card 
delegates. The large number of bishops and pastors attending the 


convention is growing and very welcomed. @ 
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Centennial Edition 
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One of the most unique things about the Church Of God In 
Christ (“COGIC”) is that, while controlled by the rules and reg- 


ulations contained in the Official Manual, each local congrega- 


tion is managed a little differently, depending upon the needs 
and financial circumstances of the congregants and its Pastor. To 
that end, there are as many arrangements for compensating 
Pastors as there are jurisdictions within the COGIC. Some 
Pastors receive 1st and 3rd Sunday offerings and the Friday Night 
offering as their compensation. Some Pastors don’t receive any 


offerings and are compensated solely from tithes. Some Pastors 


receive all of the tithes as well as offerings on 1st Sunday and the 
weeknight offerings. And there are some Pastors that have pre- 
set salary arrangements. In addition, most Pastors expect to 
receive from their congregants a yearly Pastoral Appreciation or 
Anniversary offering. In some instances, that yearly offering can 
be as much as several thousand dollars. Of course, several con- 
gregations also “bless” the Pastor's wife with an offering on 5th 
Sundays. As you can see, there is a plethora of arrangements for 


Pastoral compensation. In many instances, there is no written 


agreement setting forth the compensation arrangement. It is just 


“understood.” This is our custom and we have been doing it this 


way for decades. 


As the Church grows and moves into its next 100 years of serv- 
ice in God’s work, however, we must remember that how we 
operate our local congregations, and particularly how our Pastors 
are compensated, will receive a great deal of scrutiny from the 
government. One only has to think about the IRS request for 
information that was served on several large ministries last year to 
realize it will not take much for the government to turn its atten- 


tion to the way we do business. 


In the past we have discussed various issues regarding a Pastor's 
compensation and the ownership of Church property in the con- 
text of state law, domestic relations, and other areas of legal inter- 
est. Beyond these issues, and often overlooked, are very serious 
tax complications these situations can create for Pastors and local 
congregational leadership. IRS scrutiny and the concomitant 
negative consequences can arise when the Church fails to follow 
the proper steps in making and documenting the compensation 
or property decision, even if the Pastor is compensated (or other- 


wise deals with Church property) appropriately. 


Of course, Churches have long been subject to rules prohibiting 
“private inurement” and “private benefit” - rules which prohibit 
the use of a Church’s earnings or other assets for individual gain 
or personal purposes. Violating these rules can result in, among 
other things, the Church losing its tax exempt status. Beginning 
in 1996, however, Churches and their officers also became sub- 
ject to the lesser known “intermediate sanctions” rules. Instead 
of revoking the Church’s tax exempt status, these rules give the 
IRS the power to penalize, personally, the individuals who have 
participated in certain types of transactions. In other words, 
rather than the drastic sanction of potentially closing a Church 
by revoking its tax exemption, the IRS can instead invoke an 
intermediate sanction and personally penalize the individuals 
responsible for the transaction. In addition to the Pastor, respon- 
sible persons may include the board of directors, board of trustees 
or even the deacons if they are responsible for the compensation 


arrangement the Church has with its Pastor. 


Under the intermediate sanctions rules, a Church's leadership (its 
officers, directors, trustees, deacons, etc.) can be personally 
assessed a 10% penalty tax if they permit the Church to engage 


in an “excess benefit transaction.” Additionally, a “disqualified 


person,” (sometimes known as a “DP”) who engages in an excess 
benefit transaction is personally liable for a 25% to 200% penal- 
ty tax. A DP is defined as any person who, at any time during 
the five year period ending on the date of such transaction, was 
an officer or director, or was otherwise in a position to exercise 
substantial influence over the affairs of the organization. A mem- 
ber of such a person’s family, or a business owned by such person, 
is also treated as a “disqualified person.” Accordingly, Pastors and 
their family members will almost always be considered disquali- 


fied persons under the intermediate sanctions rules. 


These penalty taxes apply to the amount of the excess benefit 
involved. In the case of compensation, the entire amount is pre- 
sumed to be an automatic excess benefit unless specific rules set 
forth in Section 4958 of the Internal Revenue Code are followed. 
While it is critical to remember that intermediate sanctions tax 
issues often arise in connection with setting Pastor compensation, 
exposure also arises when a Church engages in other transactions 
with vendors or customers who are considered disqualified per- 


sons. Along those lines, Churches should consider: 


Pastors and many other Church leaders (and their families/relat- 
ed businesses) are “disqualified persons.” Ifa DP receives a direct 
or indirect economic benefit from the Church (i.e., salary, fees, 
reimbursements, property, business relationships, etc.) which 
exceeds the value of the consideration (i.e., services and/or goods) 
received from the individual, both the DP and the Church lead- 
ers who permit the transaction to occur may be subject to the 


penalty tax. 


While the law is clear an individual does not need to accept 
reduced compensation merely because he or she is rendering serv- 
ices to Church, the Church should only pay fair market value for 
the services it receives and it must document the compensation 


arrangement appropriately. 


Revenue sharing transactions and other payments which are not 
fixed in amount prior to the services being rendered (for example 
where the Pastor receives a portion of the Church's ongoing tithes 
or offerings) are viewed by the IRS as especially suspect. Revenue 
sharing not only creates additional issues under the intermediate 
sanctions rules, it can significantly raise the likelihood the IRS 


will argue the private inurement prohibition has been violated. 


The law creates a “rebuttable presumption” that a compensation 
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arrangement with a DP is reasonable when that arrangement is 
approved by the organization’s governing body, or a committee 
thereof, that (1) is composed entirely of disinterested individuals 
(i.e., persons unrelated to and not subject to the control of the 
DP involved in the arrangement) in other words, the Church 
board cannot only be consistent of the Pastor’s family; (2) 
obtained and relied upon appropriate market data as to compa- 
rability; and (3) adequately/timely documented the basis for its 
determination. When these three critera have been satisfied, the 
IRS is restricted from imposing the excess benefit penalty tax to 
cases where it is able to develop sufficient contrary evidence to 


rebut the safe harbor presumption. 


Many Churches engage in transactions with vendors who are (or 
who are owned by) Pastors, Church leaders, or other DP’s. As 
noted above, a Church's arrangements with related vendors 
should always be approved by disinterested directors under the 
appropriate procedures. This should be done not to limit claims 
of self-dealing, but also to obtain the rebuttable presumption that 


no excess benefit transaction has occurred. 


As you would expect, the intermediate sanctions rules are long, 
complex, and contain many exceptions. The foregoing discus- 
sion merely highlights a few of the issues faced by Churches, their 
Pastors and leaders, and does not constitute legal advice. 
Churches which have questions regarding these rules, or which 
need assistance developing policies complying with these rules, 


should consult with their own tax and legal advisors. © 
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Bishop John Henry Sheard won reelection by his peers to a second term as Chairman of the Board of Bishops. The tall and determined 
champion and everyday preacher was elected by a wide margin. Bishop Sheard has brought great vision and process to the board. His 
tenure as chairman has been marked by increased training and education of prelates. 


Serving with him are left to right: Bishops Harold Benjamin, Sergeant at Arms; Hester Bordeaux, Assistant Secretary; Larry Shaw, 
Secretary; William Watson, First Assistant Chairman; John Henry Sheard, Chairman; Benjamin Collins, Second Assistant Chairman; and 
Cody Marshall, Treasurer. 
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Bro. Manley q id 


Brother Michael Manley, founder and Chief Executive Officer 
of EZ Swipe LLC, attended the Church Of God In Christ 
Leadership Conference. He was there to promote his business 
and share in the visionary design of ministry proposed by our 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake. While in Phoenix, 
Arizona, Bro. Manley demonstrated his love for God and grat- 
itude for the Church Of God In Christ, as he stood before the 
gathering and presented the Church Of God In Christ a check 
in the amount of $100,000.00. Presiding Bishop Blake joyful- 
ly accepted the gift and appreciated the significance behind its 


giving. 


After Brother Manley made his presentation he gave a insight 
into why he made the contribution. His son, Matthew was 19 
years old when critically and permanently paralyzed in a sense- 
less act of urban violence. Matthew was injured while being 
an innocent bystander. He was shot down while standing with 
his hands in the air. The brutality and senseless nature of this 
act challenged the faith of the family. The doctor informed 
the family about Matthew’s injury and prognosis of life long 
paralysis. Matthew came from a coma and uttered, “Why are 
you all so sad? You are not at a funeral I’ m alive.” It was 
Matthew's reaction and encouragement that lifted the family 
from their initial stages of shock and dismay. 


Through the goodness of God their child is yet managing life 
and the family is more than coping. Brother Manley attributes 
this ability to cope to God and the love shown he and his fam- 
ily by their faithful pastor, Elder Willie Hunt and the saints of 
New Community Church Of God In Christ. Brother Manley 
recounted that even though he and his family were not mem- 


anley and 
Op Charles Blake. 


bers of New Community at the very time of the shooting; the 
saints simply demonstrated unbridled love. That love was one of 
the main reasons why he presented the check. 


During the most difficult days of Matthew's struggle, Brother 
Manley and EZ Swipe were breaking ground in the world of 
finance and credit. The industry has only a few minority business- 
es in the merchant payment industry. While financial businesses 
everywhere are going down under the stress and tension of today’s 
market, EZ Swipe is flourishing. God is blessing EZ Swipe to 
prosper in spite of the world economy. 


Brother Manley’s program of stewardship through the payment 
industry has helped congregation's grow. In 2008 a residual fund 
raising program was started. This program allows church visitors 
and members to use debit or credit cards or cash for stewardship 
purposes. The concept is a natural for the vision of Presiding 
Bishop Blake’s “conquering digital divide project.” Since the Holy 
Convocation, EZ Swipe is making it presence known in the 
Church Of God In Christ. More than money is being made, min- 
istry and stewardship are being enhanced. 


The Church Of God In Christ and EZ Swipe are in association to 
provide good affordable credit card and payment services to God’s 
saints. Their service fees are most modest and service compatible 
with the largest banking institutions in the country. The Maryland 
based firm has a motto, “Together we will accomplish extraordi- 
nary results. By way of an Ordinary Plan.” Currently EZ Swipe is 
working with tens of churches across the country and expanding 
ministry opportunities. @ 
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Buy Church Of God In Christ 


Sunday School Curriculum 
COGIC Publishing House 

2500 Lamar Ave. 

emphis, TN 38114 


901-744-0477 
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C Journey Through the Ministry of Jesus 
Christ and Experience Your Own Life 
Changing Encounter! 


In keeping with the upgrade of programming and curriculum for _riculum that strengthens the focus and heritage that African 
the Church Of God In Christ, the Publishing House announcesa Americans have in the Christian faith. The ten lessons are usable 
new joint venture with Urban Ministries Incorporated. This effort for vacation bible school or as a youth summer curriculum. The 
will introduce “The Jesus Chronicles” Vacation themes include Jesus, the Creator, the Forgiver, the 


Bible School materials through the Church Of God 
In Christ. The lesson guide offers a journey through 


Man of Compassion, Deliverer, Provider, Powerful, 
Healer, the Lord of Justice, Man of Sorrows and 
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. The material is Risen Lord. 
biblically based, culturally sensitive and well bal- 
anced with meaningful relevant story lines. Each course offers ten lessons, a flexible program, a 
reproducible craft booklet, a clip art CD, theme 
The colorful and beautifully illustrated material fea- song CD, original music and crafts, activities and 


‘ 2 Be = : . . 
me Er sale award items. Purchase it from the Publishing 


The family while tracing the foot steps of Jesus brings meaning to House for $64.00 plus shipping and handling. For information 


tures the Carter family on a tour of the Holy Land. 


events, both natural and spiritual as recorded about Jesus. During call 901-744-0477 or go on line at www.cogic.pubhouse.org © 


the summer season our children will encounter a life changing cur- 


DRUGPLACE PHARMACY IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE 
COMMUNITY HEALTH INITIATIVE. 


Delivering a cost-effective solution to wellness right to your front door 


CALL TODAY 


wns BZ 7-5QQ-BOSQ) nen 


and begin saving money on your brand name and generic prescriptions. 


www.drugplace.com 


drugplace 


Your Source for Mail-Order Prescriptions 
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Statistics are collected to help people and organizations 
plan goals and objectives. The theme of 2009 is “All 
Things, All People, All Strategies,” and this alone indi- 
cates there is a definite plan for the purpose and min- 
istry of the Church Of God In Christ. Our nation is 
a religious nation, but there are distinctly different reli- 
gious traditions emerging in every corner. Statistics 
suggest that 85% of Americans claim to be Christians; 
however, there are Muslims, Hindus, Jewish, and vari- 
ous other traditions that populate this land. In anoth- 
er sense, there are people without faith, and there are 
those who have faith, but 
are deeply troubled and 
burdened by conditions 
that keep them from ful- 
filling their promise. 
Amid all the religious 
people of this nation, we 
have rebellious youth, vio- 
lent criminality, white 
collar broken 
homes, economic depres- 
sion, mis-education, and 
now economic depression 
that has complicated everything. Through this maze 
of difficulty, the Church Of God In Christ has a man- 
date to articulate its faith. We are the tongue talking, 
hand clapping, Pentecostal Church Of God In Christ. 
Our task yet remains to reach all things, all people, and 
all strategies to the glory of God. 


crimes, 


Bishop C.H. Mason 


The Church Of God In Christ is advancing the cause 
of Christ in an unprecedented way. Presiding Bishop 
Charles E. Blake is mindful of the glory of our history. 
While he confronts the challenges of our current world 
through our legacy in ministry, he is profoundly com- 


mitted to do what Jesus said, “Go ye therefore into the 
whole world.” The church is bringing the good news 
through his innovative and imaginative designs for our 
ministry. To provide such 
leadership, Bishop Blake 


has assessed that the 
Church Of God In Christ 
must step upon the 


world’s stage and speak 
with a clarion voice of 
faith, and from the back- 
drop of our moral tradi- 


tions. The COGIC is the 


major Pentecostal voice 


shaping and impacting 7%" a 
people in America, South pac P ae es ones oh 
America, Africa, Asia, even in Europe. In America 
God-consciousness seems to be giving way to social, 
cultural and political dynamics that want to render 

faith irrelevant. The 
| Church Of God In Christ 
stands for moral and ethi- 
cal commitment against 
'the dynamic shifts in 
public opinion and cor- 
| rupting influences in soci- 
‘ety. We want better 
| homes, healthy children, 
and people who know 
The 
* church is committed to a 
faith tradition that we will 
not change, and it remains resilient, meaningful and 
helpful to people today. Who has better insight on 
keeping families, church and life inspired? In short, 


the Church is the best hope. 


they are saved. 


Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. 


Historically, the leadership of the Church Of God In 
Christ has always been ahead. Presiding Bishops in the 
COGIC have always been ahead of the curve. Good 
leadership never relinquishes its authority to opinion 
shapers and pundants, but rather forge ahead in the 
faith. Presiding Bishop Blake is in the historic lineage 
_ of leadership that has con- 
| tinued to move the 
| COGIC in positive direc- 
: Bishop Charles 
'Mason brought hope, 


| tions. 


' spiritual renewal to the 
'emerging population of 
| African Americans freed 
| from slavery and battling 
‘through reconstruction. 
His founding of the 
COGIC demonstrated 
that black ministers could establish religious thought, 
sound organizations, and bring harmony to their fol- 
lowers. After the passing of Bishop Mason, Bishop O. 
T. Jones, Sr. demonstrated continuity, and was the evi- 
dence that spiritual bridges fashioned in flesh and 
bone could be established upon which the faith could 
journey on. In 1968, Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. was 
essential to the growth, 
dynamic and order of the 
organization. His vision- 
ary leadership made us 
credible, and an institu- 
tion among other institu- 
tions. Bishop Lewis 
Henry Ford grounded us 
in our past glories, and 
spoke to the coming gen- 
erations that our 
Pentecostal faith is essen- 
tial and inescapable for 
the days ahead. Bishop Chandler David Owens estab- 
lished that we could be financially viable and speak 
with resolve to government and persons in high places. 
Bishop G. E. Patterson announced our coming to the 
troubled world with his profound message of evangel- 
He was a preacher 


~ Bishop Louis H. Ford 


Bishop Chandler D. Owens | 


ism and electronic ministry. 
renowned! Now Bishop Charles Blake is encouraging 
the Church Of God In Christ to stand boldly upon the 
world’s stage among the different peoples, traditions, 
and philosophies impacting the world. We are here 


proclaiming all things, all people, all strategies in 
2009. Bishop Blake’s gifts are that of profound vision, 
and skillful administration. 

All things, all people, all strategies is the calling of this 
generation to renewed faith and expanded commit- 
ment. Presiding Bishop Blake is taking the Church to 
a new level in ministry; however, if we are not careful, 
his prayerful insight and leadership could be mired in 
_ confusion. At the past 
leadership conference, 
Bishops Blake, Brooks, 
nd Macklin presented a 


program of excellence to 


encourage bishops, pas- 
tors, and all the saints to 
know that their greatest 
hopes are possible. It is 
necessary that the entire 
General Board and Board 
of Bishops commit to the 
visionary leadership of 
Bishop Blake. Certainly, a leader needs good follow- 
ers, and that’s the COGIC way. We have an opportu- 
nity to take the theme, “All Things, All People, All 
Strategies” and advance the cause of Christ through 
the Church Of God In Christ. We are ethical people 
who don't look down upon anybody. There is no con- 
dition and no reality that God can’t fix. How will it be 
done?, is the question. 
Certainly, the payment of 
reports, the application of 
our church polity, and 
through the faithfulness 
of compassionate ministry 
and bold preaching will 
make these things hap- 
pen. In Phoenix Arizona, 
the core values of what we 


Bishop G.E. Patterson. 


stand for were laid out in 
the magnificent theme of, 
“All Things, All People, 
All Strategies.” It’s time to bring that theme to past. 


So with that faith, delegates at the leadership confer- 
ence went home and will come again to Memphis, 
Tennessee in April 2009, and inaugurate leadership for 
the next four years. It’s time for all of us to come on 
board.@ 


Bishop Charles E, Blake, Sr, 
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Dover, Delaware- Bishop Lieutenant T. Blackshear, Sr. was 
remembered for his devotion and life in Christ. He passed away 
after a long tenure of service as a prelate and shepherd of the 


saints in Delaware. 


Lieutenant Thomas Blackshear was born in Moral, Alabama, 
April 9, 1916, to the proud parents of Frank and Esther Bell 
Blackshear. He, one of eleven children, was raised in the town of 
Samson, Alabama where he attended public school. He met and 
married a lovely young lady, Sylvia E. Smiley of Lake Helen, 
Florida and they were married and shared in the ministry for over 


70 years. 


Being a conscientious man who followed the 
leading of the Lord, young Blackshear answered 
a call to ministry and served with Elder W.L. 
Jones of Gethsemane Church Of God In Christ. 
He was appointed pastor at the Mt. Calvary 
Temple COGIC by Superintendent C.L. 
Hammonds. He was impressed to extend him- 
self in the calling beyond the walls of his min- 
istry. Elder Blackshear preached around the 
nation, evangelizing and conducting tent 
revivals, establishing churches and developing 
the ministry wherever he went. He worked ardu- 
ously in the field and received promotions up the 


line as a committed we 


Bishop L.T. Blackshear 


Bishop L.T. Blackshear - Life Celebrate 


Blackshear was shepherd of two congregations, Bibleway Temple 
Institutional and New Holy Trinity. He was overseer of Miracle 
Tabernacle, Solid Rock and the Mother Church Of God In 
Christ of Delaware. 


His service to the community was appreciated and acknowledged 
by the city of Dover and the citizens of Delaware. He was hon- 
ored as an Outstanding Citizens by the NAACP in 1996, 
Awarded commendations from the Concerned Citizens of the 
State of Delware and by the 128th General Assembly of the 
House of Representatives of Delaware, Resolution No. 147. 
Bishop Blackshear served on several boards of education, civic 
organizations and was the Dean of the 
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance in 
Kent County. Bishop Blackshear believe that 
everyone should uplift and educate themselves 
and use one’s gifts for the betterment of society. 
He held degrees from Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, Illinois, New York Theological 
Seminary and a Doctor of Divinity and Doctor 


of Law from the National College of Canada. 


On Friday, September 19, 2008, this “Warrior 
of Righteousness” went home to be with the 
Lord of his salvation. He preached his last 
message on his death bed using the scripture 
Psalm 27:5. He leaves to mourn his passing, 


Mother Sylvia Elizabeth Smiley Blackshear with whom he shared 
70 years of m as He leaves five children to cherish his mem- 


ory, Elder C al 
Blackshear A. Lewis 
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OLUUNT VITIMING AND OUPPLEMENTS = cj 
PUM GIACLE OF LIGHT 


When you purchase Circle of Light vitamins and nutritional supplements, you are attending to your 
health needs while completing the circle of giving. 


1.877.599.8050 


www.circleoflightvitamins.com 


For every Circle of Light purchase made, a portion of the proceeds will go to help acquire 
prescription medications for the underprivileged and uninsured. 


Circle of Light--Taking ¢are of your health and supporting the health of those less fortunate. = 


Exclusively available from the Community Health Initiative and DrugPlace pharmacy 


ITEM DESCRIPTION 


B12 Sublingual 1O0OMCG 

B Complex 

C 500MG Ascorbic Acid 
Chromium Picolinate 200MCG CO 
Enzyme Q-10 100MG 

Cranberry 140MG Concentrate 

D 4001U 

Daily Multivitamin 

E 4001U DL-Alpha 


Folic Acid 800 MCG 


Garlic, Odor Free 


Glucosamine & Chondroitin Maximum Strength 
Niacinamide 500MG Flush Free 

Magnesium 200MG 

Omega 3 Fish Oil 1OOOMG 

Potassium Gluconate 595MG 

Saw Palmetto Extract 160mg 


Selenium LOO0MCG 
Super Calcium + D 600MG 


Vision with Lutein 


Complete Multivitamin 
Complete 50+ Multivitamin 
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valuated by the Food and Drug Administration. These products are not in 


PRODUCT VALUE AND RECOMMENDATION 


Vital for energy production, healthy nerve function and cell formation 

Essential for keeping your brain, blood pressure & numerous body functions in balance 
Potent anti-aging vitamin that boosts the immune system & promotes gum health 
Plays a key role in carbohydrate and fat metabolism 

Powerful antioxidant vital for a healthy heart & cholesterol 

Promotes urinary tract and bladder health 

Promotes bone health and supports healthy blood pressure levels 

SAME formula as One-A-Day®, LOWER price 

Recognized antioxidant for a healthy heart, immune system and prostate 

Essential for women in their child-bearing years to prevent spinal birth defects and also 
essential for healthy heart 

SAME formula as Kwai®, LOWER price 

Promotes normal cholesterol & blood pressure levels, a healthy heart & immune system 


Soothes joint discomfort effectively without side effects by repairing and rebuilding cartilage 
Promotes energy through the metabolism of fats, carbohydrates and proteins 
An essential mineral that supports nervous system and heart health 

May reduce the risk of coronary heart disease 

Supports normal blood pressure levels and a healthy heart 

Promotes healthy urinary frequency and flow 

Aids healthy inflammatory response in the prostate 

Helps protect cells from free radical damage 

SAME formula as Caltrate®, LOWER price 

May help prevent Osteoporosis 

SAME formula as Ocuvite®, LOWER price 

Protects the sensitive cells of the eye, supporting vision health 

SAME formula as Centrum®, LOWER price 

SAME formula as Centrum Silver®, LOWER price 
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Mother Cooper sat by the door and greeted every person who vis- 
ited the Headquarters of the Church Of God In Christ. Her 
beautiful smile and bubbly personality made all who met her 
believe that she was God’s ambassador at the door. “Hello Honey 
Baby, Welcome to Mason Temple” she would say, and before they 
left the building she would offer candy. 


Mother passed away December 9, 2008 and all the saints in 
Memphis knew that God called His angel home. Mother Cooper 
joined the late Presiding Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. at the 1010 
Woodlawn Church and started her road to service for the Church 
Of God In Christ. She held positions as Sunday School teacher, 


Sunshine Band worker, Choir member, and cook. 


Mother Drewcella Cooper: 
Keeper of the Door 1916-2008 


The church members were her family. Mother married and her 
husband preceded her in death and they had no children. She 
simply enjoyed meeting and talking with everybody that came in 
her presence. Those moments were a blessing to children, adults, 


sinners, saints, pastors and even bishops. 


Mother Cooper retired from the University of Tennessee Medical 
School as a beloved employee. She went to work as a switch- 
board operation for the Headquarters and worked there for the 


next 33 years. 


The saints at Pentecostal Temple and their pastor, Bishop 


J.O.Patterson, Jr., miss her wonderful and devoted presence. 
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Jesus, everyday, the word of Him calling, , Woman, Jesus deliver you, cast DE UevE OU 


the gift of God working, everywhere He’ calling Heal the sick everywhere. 
giving us to come and see the word Heal here, heal everywhere. 
of His wonders here with these. Heal! Heal today! 


Heal the sick ones and give these saying Yes, to God. The Word of your wonder, heal! 
I will Lord, I will Lord, I will glorify your name, The Word of your will, heal! 


L, will say I will. 
The gift of your name cast out devils. 


The mind of God in Christ, 
the Word of God in Christ, 


the wisdom of God In Christ 
confirming His Word here. 


The everywhere of God! 
The wonder of Him here today. 
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Jesus here and everywhere! 


Congratulations General Board - 2009 
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“Bishop G.McKinney "Bishop EO. White 


In His Likeness: Developing 
Godly Character 


Brandon B. Porter 


In the book, Jn His Likeness, Brandon B. Porter shares powerful 
insight on what it truly means to be created in His (God) image and 
in His likeness. He offers powerful tools on how believers can devel- 
op godly character, which will enable them to walk in the divine 
authority that God has given them. This book is sure to provoke 
the reader to exemplify this godly character in every aspect of their 
lives, thus personifying the true meaning of being created in His 
likeness and walking in His divine authority! 


_ Get Your 


Copy 
Today! 


To obtain a copy, please write: 
Pastor Brandon B. Porter 


c/o GCT Productions 
PO Box 70271 
Memphis, TN 38107 


or call (888)581-8054 
(901)527-0182 
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Two Powerful Books On Sale Now 


By Bishop Martin Luther Johnson 


oney The Road Weve Trod 


Convinced that the final chapter about the life of David Walker had not been writ- 
ten, Dr. Johnson presents a constructive and provocative approach to the life and 
struggles of this man. His approach gets to the core of American racism and pres- 


ents a challenge to future generations to pursue clarifications of, and answers to, 
the inconsistency between enslavement by white Americans and Christianity’s mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ. Deeply rooted in this book is the urging to re-read Black his- 
tory specifically, and American history in general, in an effort to arrive at a point 


of creative and positive dialogue. Because theological themes of racism, liberation, 
and social justice are pervading focusses of the work, one must get in touch with 
the Jesus of History in order to get a better grasp of the Christ of Faith. One must 
come to grips with who Jesus is and experience a deeper undergirding of the reali- 
ty of Him in order to understand the meaning and purpose of total and complete 
liberation. Jesus Christ is tantamount to liberation and reconciliation of persons, 
but total reconciliation is predicated upon repentance of the persons, systems, and 


institutions responsible for the original alienation. 


Theological Approaches To Pastoral Care 


Confident that a key ingredient in the pastoral counseling and pastoral care pro- 
fession is hearing what is said both verbally and non-verbally, Dr. Johnson pres- 
ents an innovative and constructive approach to counseling. His is an approach 
that is provocative, insightful, and holds new challenges and support to caregivers. 
Pastoral care is a person-centered, holistic approach to care that complements the 
care offered by other helping disciplines, while paying particular attention to spir- 
itual care. The focus of pastoral care is upon the healing, guiding, supporting, rec- 
onciling, nurturing, liberating, and empowering of people in whatever situation 


| 


they find themselves. 


Martin Luther Johnson is the Jurisdictional Prelate of the First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God In Christ, New Jersey, and a retired Colonel from the 
United States Army. He is a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic University; The 
Interdenominational Theological Center; The University of Central Texas; New 
York University, where he completed the course work for the Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree in Religious Education (ABD); the United States Basic Course 
and the Advanced Course; the Command and General College; and The 
International Seminary (Ph.D.). 


Bishop C. H. Mason (Founder) 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC. 
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